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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
and/or Substitute Form PTO-1449 ("Form 1449") are submitted for consideration by the 
Examiner in the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered into 
the record of the present application and that the Examiner initial the appropriate area on the 
enclosed Form 1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's consideration of each of the 
references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art to the 
invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that any reference 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the right to 
argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 



The Information Disclosure Statement, is being filed after the issuance of a Notice of 
Allowance and payment of the issue fee. on the eve of issuance of a patent from the cited 
patent application. The four foreign publications cited were first cited in an Official Action 
in the counterpart Japanese patent application on November 16, 2010. The cited US patents 
and published patent application are counterparts of the cited foreign patent publications. 

Copies of the References 

LJ Copies of all of the references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 are enclosed 
herewith. 

[Xj Copies of U.S. patents and patent applications that are listed on the accompanying 
Form 1449 are not enclosed herewith. Copies of other references identified on the 
accompanying Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

[X] For each reference not in the English language, attached is an English translation, a 
concise explanation of relevance, an English-language equivalent/patent, or an 
English-language abstract. 



Respectfully submitted, 




700 Thirteenth Streef>M>\, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20005-3960 
(202) 737-6770 (telephone) 
(202) 737-6776 (facsimile) 
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